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Yella Hertzka by Lena Pieber 
 

Yella Hertzka (née Fuchs in Vienna, 1873–1948) was an Austrian women’s rights activist with 
a striking number of wide-ranging transnational relationships (Oesch 2012). She used her 
international contacts for various reform movements, in particular for women’s and peace 
movements. One of her most specific characteristics was her wide range of interests, making 
her a prominent person in the field of women’s rights as well as in the music and art world. 
She participated at a great number of international meetings and was known for welcoming 
and hosting guests from all over the world at her villa colony in Vienna (Oesch 2012). 
Although Hertzka played a vital role in the Austrian women’s rights movement, she is 
nowadays rarely mentioned and only little information on her life and activities have been 
published. This can be partly explained by the historic break/transition during the Nazi era, 
during which a lot of work and achievements have been demolished and afterwards 
forgotten. One of Hertzka’s most prominent examples for her active engagement are her 
role as a President of the Austrian section of the Women‘s International League for Peace 
and Freedom (WILPF) from 1921 onwards and her organisation of the 3rd International 
Congress of the Women’s League in Vienna. 
 
Hertzka was born into a liberal Jewish family of the Viennese bourgeoisie. In1897 she got 
married to Emil Hertzka, who became the head of the Universal Edition in 1907 and turned it 
into the leading publishing house of contemporary music. Hertzka herself was also engaged 
with contemporary music and promoted many composers of the time. After the death of her 
husband, Hertzka was managing the publishing house until 1938 and again after her years in 
Exile, after 1946, until she died in 1948. She also put an effort in supporting women in the 
music business (Oesch 2012). 
 
Apart form her international engagement, Hertzka was strongly involved in the Viennese 
Women’s rights movement and co-founder of the Women’s Club, and „New Viennese 
Women’s Club“ in Vienna. The club members met on a regular basis and also used the 
Viennese Cafés, such as „Café Korb“ as a meeting location. This not only opened up the 
public space for women, but also helped them gain new members.  
 
Hertzka was well educated. From 1908 to 1909, she received an advanced horticultural 
training at the horticultural school for women in Bad Godesberg, near Bonn in Germany, 
already having in mind to establish a similar institution in Vienna (Krippner & Meder 2011, 
Oesch 2012). Between 1912 and 1913 she founded the „Höhere Gartenbauschule für 
Frauen“ in Vienna, the first advanced horticultural school for women in the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy.  
 
Horticultural school for women 
Until the early twentieth century, women in Austria had no opportunity to obtain advanced 
training in horticulture and garden architecture. Most garden architects at the time achieved 
their training in palace gardens or horticultural businesses, which would not accept women 
(Krippner & Meder 2011). Hertzka’s school was well visited. From 1912 to 1927, 180 women 
gardeners were trained at her school. To register at Hertzka’s school, students had to have a 
degree from a secondary school and be at least 16 years old (Krippner & Meder 2011, 659). 
By opening the horticultural school, Hertzka offered many women to attain a higher 
professional training and a basis for an economic independence as gardeners or garden 
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architects. In 1926 Hertzka stated that her graduates worked in nurseries, took care of 
private gardens or opened their own practices. Even the German garden architect Gustav 
Allinger appreciated the pioneerwork Hertzka did in fostering women’s position in 
horticulture after having visited the school on a field trip during the International 
Horticultural Congress in 1927 (Krippner & Meder 2011).  
 
However, the project was also publically criticized. In1924, a local organisation of gardeners 
disapproved of the quality of the training in horticultural schools for women and asked the 
authorities to ensure a well-regulated school or close down the institutions. In 1930, an 
organisation of Viennese florists filed a petition at the Viennese school board, criticising the 
quality of the floristry training in the horticultural schools for women. In addition, they 
challenged women’s ability to work as gardeners in general (Krippner & Meder 2011, 666). 
 
The horticultural school was situated next to a villa colony, which Hertzka and her husband 
had initiated. Until 1938, she was head of the school and taught floriculture, soil science, 
business operations, and law (Krippner & Meder 2011). The park next to the school was used 
for different social events, where personalities of the Viennese music scene and 
international composers met. Prominent examples are composers such as Darius Milhaud, 
Gustav Mahler, Arnold Schönberg, and Béla Bortók. 
 
The International League of Women for Peace and Freedom 
From 1921 to 1938 Yella Hertzka was President of the Austrian WILPF. Hertzka understood 
the women’s league as an avant garde project oft he League of Nations (Oesch 2012). Her 
main idea was that only though support - not competition - a peaceful future could be 
achieved. Moreover, she strongly promoted the necessity to have ideals in politics. In 1919 
Hertzka already supported prisoners of war in Russia, Siberia and Turkestan. She was mainly 
engaged in repatriation of the war prisoners and was additionally engaged in social welfare 
projects. 
 
Hertzka also organised the 3rd international congress of the WILPF in Vienna in 1921. The 
idea to let the conference take place in Vienna had several reasons: It should draw attention 
to the catastrophic situation (poverty, malnutrition) in Vienna, it a had a symbolic touch, as 
the congress would take place in a city directly effected by the peace agreement of St 
Germain, and last but not least would help to gain new members.  
 
 
Exile in England  
During the Nazi era, Hertzka faced many difficulties. In November 1937, Yella Hertzka’s 
school and business were closed. Five months later, Hertzka sold her property. Widowed 
since 1932, Hertzka married Edgar Taussig on 30 December 1938, which gave her a Czecho-
Slovak citizenship, and enabled her to escape from Austria (Oesch 2012). In British exile, 
Yella Hertzka earned her living as a gardener and worked for the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom. Her application for restitution was accepted in March 
1947,but Yella Hertzka died in November 1948 in Vienna before getting title to her property 
back (Krippner & Meder 2011). 
 
Aftermath: 
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Promoting well-trained and economically independent women was of the utmost 
importance to Yella Hertzka. By opening horticultural schools for women, Hertzka achieved 
an important objective (Krippner & Meder 2011). In 2012 the City of Vienna decided to 
dedicate a new park in the Viennese district “Seestadt Aspern” to Yella Hertzka. The “Yella-
Hertzka Park” was officially opened in July 2015.  
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